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2015-2019 Ford Explorer  |  Easy  |  15-30 minutes  |  $25 DIY

TOOLS
OBD-II scanner compatible with the vehicle
 Flashlight  Notebook or phone for codes
and freeze-frame data  Safety glasses

PARTS
OBD2 scanner $25.00

STEPS

1 Weigh the warning before driving on - Steady lamp = stored fault, diagnose soon; flashing
= active misfire - ease off, pull over, protect the converters. These engines have
documented timing-system sensitivities: a cam-correlation code deserves prompt attention,
not weeks of...

2 Hook the scanner to the data link - Ignition off: 16-pin OBD-II port under the driver’s
dash near the steering column. Seat the scanner straight in, ignition to ON (don’t
start), confirm link and live data. Won’t connect? Try another adapter and check the
accessory-power fus...

3 Scan codes, freeze-frame, and cam data - Known faults: P0019/P0017-family cam-timing
codes (Ford covers debris-related VCT faults on 2015-2020), P0299 underboost on
EcoBoosts, P0300 misfires (plugs wear early), P013A/P013C slow O2 response on the 3.5L,
P0456 EVAP. Add cam-vs-cr...

4 Trace the code to the right system - Misfires: inspect plugs and coils (EcoBoost plugs
wear faster than the book interval). P0299: check charge-air hoses/clamps. P0456: inspect
filler area and EVAP hoses.

5 Repair, clear, and complete the monitors - Fix the confirmed cause, clear codes. Ford
drive cycle over 50-100 miles: cold start, idle, steady highway, city stop-and-go, so
monitors complete. Rescan: no codes, monitors complete. Timing-chain/VCT internals, turbo
issues, persistent...
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