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2016-2021 Honda Civic  |  Easy  |  15-30 minutes  |  $0 DIY

TOOLS
OBD2 scanner or code reader  Flashlight 
Phone or notepad for recording codes 
Owner’s manual  Work gloves

STEPS

1 Locate the OBD2 port in the driver’s footwell - On the 2016-2021 Civic (tenth
generation), the 16-pin OBD2 port is in the driver-side footwell, near the center console
and close to the hood-release lever - noticeably easier to reach than on older Civics.

2 Plug in the scanner and switch the ignition on - Insert the scanner plug squarely into
the port until fully seated. If it doesn’t, pull the plug out, check for bent pins or
debris, reseat it, and confirm the ignition is on.

3 Read stored and pending codes with freeze-frame - Then review the freeze frame: the
snapshot of RPM, coolant temp, speed, and fuel trims recorded when the fault tripped. On
the 1.5T, knowing whether a misfire happened stone cold or fully warm meaningfully
narrows the diagnosis.

4 Translate the generic code families - Generic P0xxx codes mean the same thing on every
vehicle. P0300-series codes are misfires - on the 1.5T, worn spark plugs or a weakening
coil pack are prime suspects, especially past 80,000 miles. P0420-family codes relate to
catalytic c...

5 Know when the car must not be driven - A solid, steady check-engine light generally
permits a cautious drive to a shop - light throttle, no high revs. Also park it and call
for a tow if the light comes with overheating, an oil-pressure warning, or harsh shaking.

6 Diagnose and repair - Pull and inspect the plugs on a misfire code, check intake tract
connections on a lean code, test or replace the fuel cap on an EVAP code.

7 Confirm the repair over the next drives - Fire up the Civic, verify the light stays dark,
and drive it normally - commuting, errands, a highway stretch - for a few days. The
powertrain computer quietly reruns its self-tests in the background and sets each
readiness monitor.
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