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2018-2024 Jeep Wrangler  |  Easy  |  15-30 minutes  |  $0 DIY

TOOLS
OBD2 scanner that supports the FCA secure
gateway (for clearing codes)  Flashlight 
Phone or notepad for recording codes 
Owner’s manual  Work gloves

STEPS

1 Find the OBD2 port above the pedals - On the 2018-2024 Wrangler (JL generation), the
16-pin OBD2 port is under the driver-side dash, above the pedals and toward the left. No
panels come off; a flashlight helps since the footwell is dark.

2 Connect a compatible scanner with the ignition on - Plug the scanner firmly into the port
until it seats. Then press the start button once or twice - foot off the brake - until
the ignition is on but the engine is off.

3 Read the codes and freeze-frame data - Select "Read Codes" and write down every code
exactly as displayed, noting stored vs pending. Then open freeze-frame data if supported
- it records RPM, coolant temp, speed, and fuel trims at the instant of the fault.

4 Decode the generic code families - Generic P0xxx codes are universal. P0300-series codes
mean misfires - on the 3.6L Pentastar, check plugs and coils, and take a flashing light
very seriously. P0420-family codes relate to catalytic converter efficiency. P0171
indicates a...

5 Decide whether to keep driving - A flashing light means an active misfire in progress -
shut the engine down as soon as it’s safe to pull over; raw fuel will overheat and
destroy the converter. The same immediate-stop rule applies for overheating, oil-pressure
warnings,...

6 Fix the cause - Diagnose before replacing: inspect the fuel cap and EVAP hoses for leak
codes, check plugs and coils for misfires, look for intake leaks on lean codes.

7 Verify the repair with real driving - Start the Wrangler, confirm the light stays off,
and drive normally for several days, including steady highway miles so the monitors can
run their tests. The secure-gateway era also means pending codes can linger - give it a
full week be...
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