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2019-2024 Volkswagen Jetta  |  Moderate  |  60-90 minutes  |  $55 DIY

TOOLS
22mm oxygen-sensor socket  3/8" ratchet 
6" extension  Wobble joint  T25 torx
driver (belly pan)  Small pick  OBD-II
scanner  Penetrating oil  Nitrile gloves
 Safety glasses  Floor jack and jack
stands

PARTS
Oxygen sensor (upstream or downstream)
$55.00

STEPS

1 Scan to name the failed sensor - Start with the code. A lazy upstream sensor shows up as
drifting fuel trims and a P0171 lean code as as an outright sensor code, so scan live
data too before condemning it.

2 Order the wideband or narrowband correctly - Stage a 22mm oxygen-sensor socket, a ratchet
with a 6" extension and a wobble joint, a T25 torx driver for the belly pan, penetrating
oil, and an OBD-II scanner that can clear VW fault codes.

3 Drop the belly pan for access - Both Jetta sensors are serviced from underneath. Raise
the car on jack stands and remove the big plastic underbody belly pan - a row of Torx
screws around its edge - to expose the downpipe.

4 Free the oval VW connector - VW uses an oval-bodied connector with a push locking tab.
Press the tab and pull the halves straight apart - do not twist. The upstream connector
sits up near the turbo and the plastic gets cooked by heat, so squeeze gently and use a
sma...

5 Oil, warm slightly, and ease it out - Spray penetrating oil around the sensor boss and
let it soak 10-15 minutes. Run the engine 2-3 minutes so the downpipe is warm, not hot -
the turbo housing right next to the upstream sensor stays dangerously hot long after
shutdown,...

6 Install the new sensor by feel - Hand-thread the new sensor into the bung - at the
upstream position you will be working partly blind, so turn it backward half a turn until
the threads drop in, then wind it forward. If the replacement’s threads came pre-coated
with anti...

7 Reassemble, clear, and road-test - Clear the fault code with your scanner, then drive
15-20 minutes with mixed city and highway running. Reconnect the plug until the locking
tab clicks, refit the belly pan with all of its Torx screws, and lower the car. Watch
fuel trims o...

TORQUE
O2 sensor 45 Nm 33 ft-lbs
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